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Christians might consider whether any country has yet proved
its possession of a Christian conscience and a Christian sense
of responsibility. A study of history would show them that
international intercourse began in predatory practice, then it
became a legal contract for purposes of business, A great
deal that is questionable, however, can be done within the
four corners of the law, The highest stage of morality will
be reached only when commerce is carried on in friendly
co-operation, and when nations deal with each other in the
true spirit of brotherly love.

Of all the questions between the East and the West, the
one which is most pressing in the domain of practical politics

and which will require the most careful study
Asiatlctl1^mlgra" in all its aspects, is that of the immigration of

Asiatics to the countries of the West and their
dependencies. In previous chapters some of the special
problems which have arisen have been noted, and now we
will consider how far their study will help to a solution of
the more general question,

The treatment which the peoples of the West and of
Western origin give to those who come from any part of
Asia, and especially to those of the immigrant class, is prob-
ably the best test of international religion which is to be
found. It is absurd to pretend to believe in a doctrine of
international brotherhood, or a universal brotherhood of
humanity without distinction of race, sex, caste, or colour,
and yet when practical problems arise, to allow irrational
passions and selfish interests to prevent them being con-
sidered in a reasonable manner, and an honest attempt being
made, if not of a complete solution, at least of arrangements
which will lead in that direction. Racial differences have
been caused by isolation under local conditions, and through
ignorance of the physical, mental, and moral qualities of the
peoples of other countries; and it is too much to expect
that the sudden contact of races living under different
economic conditions can be brought about without raising
very difficult problems. Those affecting Japan have, as we